The Help by Kathryn Stockett
Twenty-two-year-old Skeeter has just returned home after graduating from Ole Miss.
She may have a degree, but it is 1962, Mississippi, and her mother will not be happy till
Skeeter has a ring on her finger. Skeeter would normally find solace with her beloved
maid Constantine, the woman who raised her, but Constantine has disappeared and no
one will tell Skeeter where she has gone.
Aibileen is a black maid, a wise, regal woman raising her seventeenth white child.
Something has shifted inside her after the loss of her own son, who died while his
bosses looked the other way. She is devoted to the little girl she looks after, though she
knows both their hearts may be broken.
Minny, Aibileen's best friend, is short, fat, and perhaps the sassiest woman in
Mississippi. She can cook like nobody's business, but she can't mind her tongue, so
she's lost yet another job. Minny finally finds a position working for someone too new to
town to know her reputation. But her new boss has secrets of her own.
Seemingly as different from one another as can be, these women will nonetheless come
together for a clandestine project that will put them all at risk. And why? Because they
are suffocating within the lines that define their town and their times. And sometimes
lines are made to be crossed.
In pitch-perfect voices, Kathryn Stockett creates three extraordinary women whose
determination to start a movement of their own forever changes a town, and the way
women - mothers, daughters, caregivers, friends - view one another. A deeply moving
novel filled with poignancy, humor, and hope, The Help is a timeless and universal story
about the lines we abide by, and the ones we don't.

Divergent by Veronica Roth
In Beatrice Prior’s dystopian Chicago world, society is divided into five
factions. Candor (the honest), Abnegation (the selfless), Dauntless (the
brave), Amity (the peaceful), and Erudite (the intelligent). On an appointed
day of every year, all sixteen-year-olds must select the faction to which they
will devote the rest of their lives. For Beatrice, the decision is between
staying with her family and being who she really is—she can’t have both. So
she makes a choice that surprises everyone, including herself.
During the highly competitive initiation that follows, Beatrice renames
herself Tris, and struggles alongside her fellow initiates to live out the choice
they have made. Together, they must undergo extreme physical tests of
endurance and intense psychological simulations, some with devastating
consequences. Tris must determine who her friends really are—and where,
exactly, a romance with a sometimes-fascinating, sometimes-exasperating
boy fits into the life she’s chosen. But Tris also has a secret: one she’s kept
hidden from everyone, because she’s been warned it can mean death. And
as she discovers unrest and growing conflict that threatens to unravel her
seemingly-perfect society, she also learns that her secret might be what
helps her save those she loves . . . or it might be what destroys her.

Brian Jack by Brian Falkner
In a near-future New York City, fourteen-year-old computer genius Sam
Wilson manages to hack into the AT&T network and sets off a chain of
events that have a profound effect on human activity throughout the world.
Review by Naomi Bates

WOWOW!!! Okay, this isn't quite a word you'd use for a review, but from the
beginning I was hooked. Brian Falkner writes a YA thriller that does exactly what
he set out to do - thrill the reader. A dystopian novel in a very futuristic, realistic
way, Falkner writes about the dangers of the future involving technology, and one
that could quite conceivably happen. Sam is one of those teens we all know...an
extremely bright and talented person who walks, talks and lives for technology. He
is vibrant, intuitive, and leaps off the pages as well as the other characters in this
novel. The prologue will capture and the book will follow suit.
I requested a guy read on the floor of ALA...the next best novel that will capture
this audience. The rep at Random House handed me this...Brian Falkner's book
will too with the guys.

Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs
A mysterious island.
An abandoned orphanage.
A strange collection of very curious photographs.
It all waits to be discovered in Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children, an unforgettable
novel that mixes fiction and photography in a thrilling reading experience. As our story opens, a
horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying to a remote island off the coast of
Wales, where he discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children.
As Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it becomes clear that the children were
more than just peculiar. They may have been dangerous. They may have been quarantined on a
deserted island for good reason. And somehow—impossible though it seems—they may still be
alive.
A spine-tingling fantasy illustrated with haunting vintage photography, Miss Peregrine’s Home
for Peculiar Children will delight adults, teens, and anyone who relishes an adventure in the
shadows

