Tragedy of the Commons - - Activity reflection		Name:________________________
Read the Introduction below and think back to our in-class activity with the common pond simulation.
Introduction 
The purpose of this simulation is to explore how resources are used and exploited when they are available to multiple parties. When Garrett Hardin (1968) first proposed this concept, he used the example of the traditional "commons" in New England towns to signify a public resource available for private gain. In this case, the commons was used for grazing the townspeople's livestock. He demonstrated the idea that a small increase in use of the resource (e.g., one extra cow) provides a great benefit to an individual, while the cost of that additional use (decreased grass supply) is shared by all. Therefore, each user has an incentive to use (and exploit) the resource to the greatest of his or her ability. Ultimately, there is a decrease in yield for both the group and the individual.
This idea has been adapted to explain the pattern of overuse of many common, limited resources. For example, the exploitation of wild populations (ex. over-fishing), the abuse of public lands (ex. overgrazing on federal lands) and population growth can all be evaluated using this principle. Even a clean school campus (and the treatment of it by trash-leaving students) can be explained by the tragedy of the commons. 
Fortunately, there are strategies that can be employed to ensure the long-term survival of a resource in spite of the natural tendency toward exploitation. Several are explored in this activity. These are incentives, privatization, communication, and education. With these solutions in hand, strategies can be devised to help protect common resources in the environment and work toward sustainable resource use.
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Reflection.
Garrett Hardin coined the phrase “Tragedy of the commons”, which we will be discussing in class on Monday.  Some people view Hardin as somewhat of a pessimist, while others feel that he is more of a realist.    I am interested in what you think.  There is a quote by Hardin copied below.  Read the quote and follow the prompts below to reflect on his quote and our in-class activity.
Ruin is the destination towards which all men rush, each pursuing his own best interest in a society that believes in the freedom of the commons. Freedom in a commons brings ruin to all.
                                                 Hardin, 1968
1.  What do you think Hardin means by the quote above (feel free to conduct a little research to help you answer this)


2. Write a reflection paragraph on this quote.  Do you agree or disagree with Hardin?  Why or why not?  Include supporting details to support your point of view either from your own personal perspective/experiences and/or from our common pond activity.  This paragraph should be a minimum of 5 sentences.  
