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Reading Levels RST

	Levels
	Stance/Position
	Main job (focus) of the reader…

	RST
	Puzzler
	to put all the pieces together; the setting into the plot, the minor characters into the plot. There are lots of pieces to put together. Readers get a lot of clues, and have to keep track and put them together. So much comes at the reader at once. Authors give support for putting clues together. Puzzles are easier than in UVW.



	Levels
	Plot
	Characters
	Tricky Parts

	RST
	Multiple plot lines.
Social issues.
Shifts in time.
	Readers need to infer about complex characters.
Minor characters matter more.
	Chunks of books don’t make sense – readers need to read ON to clear up confusion and see how events fit together. 
Setting and Symbolism play a role. Setting may be a character with traits of its own.
Lots of opportunities to notice symbols, and they are repeated in text.



	

	

	

	

	


REMEMBER: RST level books have: Complex characters who act differently in different situations and with different people. Minor characters provide “pearls of wisdom” relating to the plot. At times, the setting can mirror the character’s emotions.  The setting can also be a character with traits of its own. Symbols are repeated throughout the story. The story has multiple plot lines that are being told at the same time as the main story. Social issues, such as racism, excluding others, and abandonment, are addressed. The story has shifts in time, such as flashbacks or jumps into the future.



1.    Look at the Table of Contents.  The book is divided into chapters.  Why do you think the author set up the book in this manner?  Explain.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.    After reading the back cover, make a prediction about this book.  Give evidence from the text to support your prediction.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Chapters 1 and 2 
1. Right from the start, what does Gilly do to make herself feel like she is in charge at Trotter's? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



2. What is Gilly's first impression of Trotter? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	









Chapters 3 and 4 
1. Explain Gilly’s reaction to Miss Harris and her new class in Harris -6.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



2. Explain what happens on the playground at recess. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



3. Which book does Trotter select for Gilly to read from and why? What is Gilly's reaction to the poem? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Chapters 5, 6 and 7 
1. When W.E. brings Gilly a tray of Trotter's cookies and milk, what plan does she devise? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



2. Why does Gilly find it urgent to try to leave Thompson Park as soon as possible? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



3. What is Gilly's second plan to get into Mr. Randolph's house? Is it successful? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




Chapters 8 and 9 
1. Why does Trotter send Gilly upstairs after dinner? What does she do? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	





2. Why does Gilly hand the ticket back to the bus station clerk? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



3. How does Trotter handle the issue of the stolen money? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Chapters 10, 11 and 12 
1. Why was Gilly absent the Tuesday and Wednesday before Thanksgiving?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



2. Who is waiting at Trotter's when she and W.E. return from school? What news does she bring? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



3. What does Trotter share with Gilly when she comforts Gilly from her bad dream? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




Chapters 13, 14 and 15 
1. What change takes place with her grandmother that begins to irritate Gilly? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



2. What does Miss Harris send to Gilly and why? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	






3. Why is Gilly shocked upon meeting Courtney? Why is Nonnie upset? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



4. How does Gilly deal with her fear and disappointment? 
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