Nightmare Mountain
By Peg Kehret
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Reading Levels RST
	Levels
	Stance/Position
	Main job (focus) of the reader…

	RST
	Puzzler
	to put all the pieces together; the setting into the plot, the minor characters into the plot. There are lots of pieces to put together. Readers get a lot of clues, and have to keep track and put them together. So much comes at the reader at once. Authors give support for putting clues together. Puzzles are easier than in UVW.


	Levels
	Plot
	Characters
	Tricky Parts

	RST
	Multiple plot lines.

Social issues.

Shifts in time.
	Readers need to infer about complex characters.

Minor characters matter more.
	Chunks of books don’t make sense – readers need to read ON to clear up confusion and see how events fit together. 

Setting and Symbolism play a role. Setting may be a character with traits of its own.

Lots of opportunities to notice symbols, and they are repeated in text.


	

	

	

	

	


REMEMBER: RST level books have: Complex characters who act differently in different situations and with different people. Minor characters provide “pearls of wisdom” relating to the plot. At times, the setting can mirror the character’s emotions.  The setting can also be a character with traits of its own. Symbols are repeated throughout the story. The story has multiple plot lines that are being told at the same time as the main story. Social issues, such as racism, excluding others, and abandonment, are addressed. The story has shifts in time, such as flashbacks or jumps into the future.
1.    Look at the back cover.  The word, “Avalanche” is written in big, RED letters. Why do you think the author chose to introduce her book in this manner?  Explain.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.    After reading the back cover, make a prediction about this book.  Give evidence from the text to support your prediction.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
As you read this book, write down clues to help you solve the mystery.

	Chapter
	Clues
	What do you think it means?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Chapter 1

What questions do you have after reading chapter 1?

· __________________________________________________________________

· __________________________________________________________________

· __________________________________________________________________

Chapter 2

Before reading:

Go to http://www.agirlsworld.com/amy/fun-facts/llamas.html and write down some facts you learned about llamas.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Go to http://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/Avalanche and write down some facts about what avalanches are and how they are caused:  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

On page 10, what does solemn mean?

a. ugly

b. small

c. slow

d. serious

(Chapter 2 questions continued on back side.)

Complete the chart by writing down 2 facts that you LEARNED about each character and something that you are still WONDERING about them:

	KNOW 
	WONDERING

	Molly
· 
	· 

	Aunt Karen

· 
	· 

	Uncle Phil

· 
	· 

	Glendon

· 
	· 

	Merrylegs

· 
	· 

	Buckie

· 
	· 


What was the most surprising part of this chapter?  Use evidence from the text to support your opinion.  (TTQA/Opinion – Evidence - Explain – Summary statement)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 3
Write a summary of this chapter:
The main characters in this chapter are ________________________________________

______________________________________.  The setting of this chapter is _________

_______________________________.  The problem that gets the action going in this chapter is _______________________________________________________________.  Something that happens before the chapter ends is _______________________________

__________________________________________________________________.  Something else that happens before the chapter ends is ___________________________

_________________________________________________________________.  Here is how the chapter ends ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________.

What would be a good title for chapter 3?  Use information from the text to support your opinion.  (TTQA/Opinion – Evidence from the text – Explain your opinion - Summary statement)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 4
Fill in the chart with two additional events from this chapter in the order in which they happened.




Chapter 4
Chapter 5
What word best describes Molly?  Use evidence from this chapter to explain your reasoning.  (TTQA/Opinion – Evidence from the text – Explain your opinion - Summary statement)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Think about what this chapter says about how people start to act when a crime has been committed.  In what ways does it remind you of people that you have read about?  Support your answer with evidence from the story.  (TTQA/Opinion – Evidence from this story – Evidence from the other story – Summary statement)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 6
Imagine you are Molly.  Using information from the story and feelings, write a brief paragraph that could have appeared in your journal after she came face to face with the man with the gun.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (Additional space on next page.)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 3 on page 68 contains:

a. a definition

b. a description

c. an opinion

Chapter 7

The last paragraph on the bottom of page 73 that goes onto page 74 contains:

a. a definition

b. a description

c. a comparison

d. an opinion
What caused the man to untie Glendon and Molly?  ___________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

The man shot again, and the noise reverberated from the side of the mountain.  What does reverberated mean?

a. stopped 

b. echoed

c. got louder

d. got softer

The gun shot echoed briefly in her ears and then she heard a sharp crack, followed by a low, deep rumbling, like distant thunder.  It was an ominous sound and Molly instinctively looked at the man, wondering if he had heard it, too.

a. loud

b. deep

c. threatening

d. soft
(Chapter 7 questions continued on next page.)

Use 2 words or phrases that the author used to describe the avalanche.  What do these words tell you about an avalanche?  (TTQA/Words/Explain; TTQA/Word/Explain.)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 8

A simile is a comparison using like or as.  Find a simile on page 89 and explain why the author used the simile.  (TTQA – Simile – Explain)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What word best describes Molly?  Use evidence from this chapter to explain your reasoning.  (TTQA/Opinion – Evidence from the text – Explain your opinion - Summary statement)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 9

Fill in the chart with two additional events from this chapter in the order in which they happened.




Chapter 10
What was the most surprising part of this chapter?  Use evidence from the text to support your opinion.  (TTQA/Opinion – Explain – Evidence – Summary statement)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 11

Think about someone who did something courageous.  Tell how that experience was like the experience of Molly in this chapter.  (TTQA/Opinion – Explain about other person – Explain about Molly – Summary statement) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 12
The last paragraph on page 147 that goes onto 148 contains:

a. a comparison

b. a definition

c. an opinion
Write the cause for this event.
CAUSE





EFFECT



Chapter 13

Complete the chart by writing down 2 facts that you LEARNED about each of these characters and something that you are still WONDERING about them:

	LEARNED
	WONDERING

	Glendon
· 
	· 

	Aunt Karen

· 
	· 

	Mort Simmons 
· 
	· 

	Uncle Phil
· 
	· 

	Uncle Craine

· 
	· 

	Merrylegs

· 
	· 

	Molly’s mother

· 
	· 


Write a summary of this story using the graphic organizer.

The main characters in this story are ________________________________________

______________________________________.  The setting of this story is _________

_______________________________.  The problem that gets the action going is ________________________________________________________________.  Something that happens before the story ends is _______________________________

__________________________________________________________________.  Something else that happens before the story ends is ___________________________

_________________________________________________________________.  This is how the problem got solved ____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here is how the story ends_________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Tell how Glendon changed in the story.  (TTQA – Opinion – Evidence from the beginning of the story – Evidence from the end of the story – Summary statement)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________



Molly put the splint on Glendon and moved him in the afghan sled.





The man showed up at the house.








Uncle Craine let go of Glendon and grabbed his own head.





A bale of hay landed on Molly in the barn and she passed out.





The sheriff came to find out what Aunt Karen had eaten the night before.








