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Reading Levels RST
	Levels
	Stance/Position
	Main job (focus) of the reader…

	RST
	Puzzler
	to put all the pieces together; the setting into the plot, the minor characters into the plot. There are lots of pieces to put together. Readers get a lot of clues, and have to keep track and put them together. So much comes at the reader at once. Authors give support for putting clues together. Puzzles are easier than in UVW.



	Levels
	Plot
	Characters
	Tricky Parts

	RST
	Multiple plot lines.
Social issues.
Shifts in time.
	Readers need to infer about complex characters.
Minor characters matter more.
	Chunks of books don’t make sense – readers need to read ON to clear up confusion and see how events fit together. 
Setting and Symbolism play a role. Setting may be a character with traits of its own.
Lots of opportunities to notice symbols, and they are repeated in text.



	

	

	

	

	


REMEMBER: R level books have: Complex characters who act differently in different situations and with different people. Minor characters provide “pearls of wisdom” relating to the plot. At times, the setting can mirror the character’s emotions.  The setting can also be a character with traits of its own. Symbols are repeated throughout the story. The story has multiple plot lines that are being told at the same time as the main story. Social issues, such as racism, excluding others, and abandonment, are addressed. The story has shifts in time, such as flashbacks or jumps into the future.

Summary
Nicholas Allen has plenty of ideas and most have gotten him into trouble at school. But now Nick's in fifth grade, and it looks like his days as a troublemaker are over. Everyone knows that Mrs. Granger, the language arts teacher, has X-ray vision, and nobody gets away with anything in her classroom. To make matters worse, she's also a fanatic about the dictionary, which is hopelessly boring to Nick. But when Nick learns an interesting tidbit about words and where they come from, it inspires his greatest plan yet…
Pre-Reading Questions:
1. Look at the picture on the cover of the book. What do you predict will happen in this book?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Using information from the summary, write a paragraph that could have appeared in Nick’s journal.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What important facts have you learned about Nick before reading the book? Give evidence to support your thinking.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Questions Chapters One and Two:
1. After reading chapter one, what type of person do you think Nick is? Use details from the chapter to support your answer.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Choose the part in chapter two that you feel was most important. Use details from the story to explain why you chose that part.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Imagine that you are Nick. How would you feel in his fifth grade classroom? How is his experience the same or different from your experience in fifth grade?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NOTES and Page Numbers:




Questions Chapter Three:
1. Andrew Clements writes, “It was a perfect thought-grenade ---------KaPow!” on page 15. What is referring to? Explain its importance in this chapter.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Was the outcome of the “thought-grenade” the one that Nick was hoping for? Explain Mrs. Granger’s reaction.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Describe the way Nick feels at the end of chapter three. Explain a time in your life when you felt similar (same) to Nick.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NOTES and Page Numbers:




Chapter 5 Questions:
1. Explain how Nick feels about clocks. Do you agree or disagree with this character? Use your past experiences to defend your response.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How do Nick’s classmates react to his report? How does Mrs. Granger react?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How does Nick feel about Mrs. Granger’s praise?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. The author included paragraph 1 on page 31 to show ________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NOTES and Page Numbers:

Chapter 6 Questions:
1. The title of chapter 6 is “The Big Idea”. Why did the author give it this title?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	
2. Explain how Nick decides to call a pen --- a frindle.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How did Nick put his plan into action? Explain the steps taken.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NOTES and Page Numbers:
Chapter 7 Questions:

1. Describe the events that occur at the start of 7th period language arts class.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How do the events in chapter 7 promote Nick’s plan?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Explain Mrs. Granger’s reaction to frindle.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NOTES and Page Numbers:



Chapter 8 Questions:
1. Describe the conversation between Nick and Mrs. Granger. Do you believe, as Nick does, that they are at “war”? (TET Strategy)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Mrs. Granger writes a letter to Nick and seals it in an envelope. What do you think is the importance of this letter? (TEST Strategy)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How do the students of Lincoln Elementary School react to the threat of detention? If you were a student at this school, how would you feel? (TEST Strategy)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NOTES and Page Numbers:



Chapters 9 & 10 Questions:
1. How do Nick’s parents react to Mrs. Chatham’s concerns? (TET Strategy)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Explain how Nick’s predicament relates to a game of chess. Have you ever been in a similar situation? (TEST Strategy)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Summarize the events that occur when Judy Morgan, newspaper reporter, visits Nick’s school.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NOTES and Page Numbers:
Things I’ve Learned about the Character                            Ways the Character has Changed or Grown






Chapters 11 & 12 Questions:
· (pages ______________________)    At first I thought Nick was feeling ______________________________________ but now I really understand him so I realize that deep down, he is feeling ______________________________. Here is an example from the text: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· (pages ______________________)    Nick goes through a change in this book.  At first, he __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ but now he, ____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· (pages ______________________)    The main character has made some choices.  
1. He could have ____________________________________________________________________ have____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________,
but instead he __________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
One reason he made this choice is ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________.
But I think, deep down, the real reason she/he made this choice is _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NOTES and Page Numbers:
Things I’ve Learned about the Character                            Ways the Character has Changed or Grown





Chapters Final Questions:
· (pages ______________________)    
Bud Lawrence wants to own the copyright for the word frindle. What does he plan to do with it? How can someone own the rights to a word? Explain how this is different from owning a bike or a pair of sneakers, or even a pet dog. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· (pages ______________________)    
How does the experience of inventing a new word and becoming a celebrity affect Nick? Why does he think twice about testing out his new idea: protesting the poor food in the cafeteria? ____________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· (pages ______________________)   
 In her letter to Nick (which he opens years later, after he's in college), Mrs. Granger says: "A person can watch the sunset, but he cannot slow it down or stop it or make it go backward." What do you think this observation has to do with Nick's word? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


NOTES and Page Numbers:
Things I’ve Learned about the Character                            Ways the Character has Changed or Grown
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