Buenas Noticias de la clase de Español!   (Good news from Spanish Class!)

HOLA y BIENVENIDOS!  I wanted to begin our school year with an overview of Spanish class for all third, fourth, and fifth graders.   Our current curriculum was rewritten over the summer to accommodate all the changes we have experienced with our World Language Program here in West Hartford. 

The 3rd graders are presently reviewing “Yo me llamo” (my name is) and we are practicing with puppets and the very favorite “Yo me llamo Señora” song!!  We have also leaned a greeting song entitled “Hola Amigos.”  Ask them to share it with you.  It is wonderful to have them back in Spanish class and it is evident to me that early language learning has its advantages (since they did begin Spanish instruction in Kindergarten) because they seem to remember their Spanish even with a year lapse in instruction. The third grade curriculum will include greetings, numbers, calendar, colors, alphabet, classroom materials, fruits and vegetables, and the Caribbean Countries.
The fourth grade curriculum will include review of the Spanish alphabet, numbers to 1000, weather and seasons, body parts, sports and pastimes, family, and the study of Central American Countries.   Presently, we are recycling our greetings and feelings vocabulary, date and weather, and birthdays.  It is fabulous to see them again and listen to them echoing the Spanish phrases I taught them last year.  Bravo to fourth grade! 
Since I have taught fifth grade students here at Whiting Lane, they have been introduced to the “Mano Rojo.”  It is a two-sided large foam hand with a sign on one side for “Espanol” and the other side for “Inglés.”  When I walk into the classroom with the “Mano Rojo” on the Español side, then the class is conducted entirely in Spanish.   They are up to the challenge!
Presently, fifth graders are reading their “biografías” (sharing personal information in Spanish to the class) and classmates are then questioned about the content.   They are doing a super job!  The fifth grade curriculum will include numbers to one million, expanding foods with a restaurant skit, clothing with the construction of a passport for travel plans, South American Countries, and overall recycling of all the other themes they have previously learned in third and fourth grades.  
As always, it is a pleasure teaching Spanish to the children of Whiting Lane School. I absolutely LOVE what I do!  Please remember that even though I travel to Aiken School as well, I am always available to speak to anyone via the phone, email, or in person as I see many parents in the school during the school day.   Adios!      Señora Powers
