Genetic Bioethics Project
One Page Opinion Paper (50 pts / 100 pts) — (other 50 pts is art project)

You are being asked to write a one {o two page (no more) opinion paper on an
ethical issue related to genetic engineering technologies. As this paper is limited to one
typed page, you need to be succinct and hit the points of most importance to your
decision making process. Your paper should follow the format outlined below and be
single-spaced, typed, written in first person, and be free from spelling errors and
grammatical errors. The paper is an opinion paper and should not express what other
people think are the most important pros and cons, it should present what you feel are the
most important factors for considering the use, non-use, or restricted use of these
technologies. Things like “Gut-Feelings” and religious beliefs may play an important
part of how you shape your beliefs and opinions on these matters and are welcome in
your paper. Your statements about the technology, however, should be scientifically
valid and show that you understand the limitations and possibilities of the technology you
have chosen. Use the guide below to help you write your paper — expect to outline your
paper before you write it.

Paragraph One — introduce your topic:

Your first paragraph should be focused on introducing the reader to the topic you
have chosen. Provide a “hook” - find an interesting way to offer some background
information on why you think that topic is important and needs consideration. A good
hook might include a strong statement, a relevant quotation, statistic, or question
addressed to the reader. You do not have to explain how the technology works in great
detail, but you should remind your audience with a brief statement of what it does.

Paragraph Two — Pros for your paper:

This paragraph is both informational (factual) and by its nature, opinionated.
What may be a positive application of the technology may very well be a negative to
someone else. Discuss 2-3 strong positive applications of the technology you are
rescarching. What potential benefits does it have for mankind, what are the most
tmportant of these benefits for you to consider. Despite your final conclusion (i.e. you
may think the technology should not be used), provide the reader with clear
understanding of the potential benefits of the technology.

Paragraph Three — Cons for your paper:

Similar in scope to the paragraph you just wrote, however, it should focus on the
negative effects of the technology.



Paragraph Four — Your Summary:

There are two critical parts to this paragraph; your opinion on the technology and
why you came to this conclusion. Remember, this is about you and your feelings. You
may feel like we should go forward with this technology, go forward with some
applications of the technology and not others (i.e. clone animals but not humans}), or you
may feel that this technology should not be used at all. Whatever your opinion, you need
to address the reasons you came to your conclusion. If you can not come to a conclusion,
you must address what reasons have kept you from doing so (i.e. it is acceptable to say “I
do not know what we should do”, but only if you discuss specifically what aspects of the

issue have caused you to feel this way.
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senetic Pro
Art Component

After you complete your paper on the bioethics of genetic engineering, you will
need to use it as your inspiration for an original piece of art. While “great art” is often a
combination of inspiration and technique, you are being graded in terms of the
thoughtfulness of your piece and your effort. This is to say that [ realize your best effort
may not be the masterpiece produced by Monet, Renoir, or Dali’s best effort. Your
original piece of art should express your opinion in the meost powerful way you can
come up with. “Think before you Art”, in much the same way that you outline before
you write. You will be explaining your piece to the class in your verbal and written
artist’s statement — so don’t worry if your thoughts are not easily concluded with a quick
glance at the piece. Finally, you are not limited to drawing or painting. Use the media
you feel will be most effective. A collage, sculpture, or mixed-media piece may draw
more attention because it is not “another drawing”.

About your ariist’s statement . . . This is your opportunity to explain the meaning
in your artwork. You should clearly explain 4 or more inspired elements. Example(s) is
used black in white BECAUSE I wanted the audience to feel . . . I drew Dolly the sheep
looking confused because . . . etc.
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